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Research, Write, Present | Expository Essay 

Body Paragraphs 
 

Key Concept 

Congratulations! You captured the attention of your 

audience. You wrote an introductory paragraph that 

gets your audience interested in your topic. Now that 

you have your audience’s attention, what are you 

going to do next? You are ready to explain your topic 

in the body of the essay.  

 

The body is the main content of the essay—the place where you 

use all the information you gathered and the knowledge you 

gained. Your topic must be explained thoroughly in the body to 

make your essay interesting and informative.  

 

How can you explain your topic thoroughly? You can use your 

outline to make sure that the body of your essay is well organized 

and includes all the important information needed to explain your 

topic. Each of the main points of your outline can become a 

paragraph in the body of your essay. You can use the supporting 

points from your outline to write the paragraphs.  

 

Suppose you include all the important information needed to 

explain your topic. Are you finished with the body of your essay? 

Not yet! You need to make sure that main points are presented in 

a logical order and connected with smooth transitions. All the 

information you included will be useless if your readers get lost before they reach the 

conclusion.  

Look Ahead 

Task: Draft the body of 
your expository essay.  
 
Goal: Show that you can 
write body paragraphs that 
thoroughly explain your 
topic.  
 

You may want to review an 
example of body 
paragraphs before you 
begin.  
 
See the example: 

Body Paragraphs 
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Vocabulary 
 

Words to Remember 

This page gives basic definitions for some important terms that can help you learn about 

writing body paragraphs. You can get a more complete definition of each term from Fact 

Monster*.  

 

New Word 

Analyze: Study carefully to identify and understand essential parts.  

 

Review Words  

Body: The main content of a written work, not including parts with specific purposes.  

 

Cause: A person, group, event, idea, action, or object that produces a specific result or 

outcome.  

 

Classify: Arrange people, groups, places, events, ideas, actions, or objects so that each 

one is assigned to a category.  

 

Compare: Study two (or more) people, groups, places, events, ideas, actions, or objects to 

identify shared characteristics.  

 

Conclusion: A judgment, decision, or solution reached for specific reasons.  

 

Contrast: Type or graphics that work together to create a desired effect; also, study two 

(or more) people, groups, places, events, ideas, actions, or objects to identify distinctive 

characteristics.  

 

Divide: Separate people, groups, places, events, ideas, or things so that each one is placed 

into a category.  

 

Draft: An unfinished version of a creative work.  

 

Effect: A specific result or outcome produced by something said or done by a person, 

group, event, idea, or thing.  

 

Introduction: The beginning of a work that leads into the main body of the work.  

 

Paragraph: A group of sentences focusing on one idea or concept, which begins on a new 

line and ends with a return to a new line.  

 

Transition: Movement from one idea or concept to another in a creative work.  

http://www.factmonster.com/
http://www.factmonster.com/
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Exploration 
 

Learning from the Web 

The body is probably the most important part an expository essay. If a topic is thoroughly 

explained in the body, then the essay will be interesting and informative. Explore some Web 

sites about effective body paragraphs and learn how to write the body of an interesting and 

informative expository essay.  

 

While you explore the following Web sites, think about the guiding questions. You may want 

to take notes to help you answer the questions. If you think of other questions about writing 

effective body paragraphs, keep those in mind too.  

 

Guiding Questions 

 What are the important parts of an effective body paragraph?  

 What are the common characteristics of effective body paragraphs?  

 What transition words might be appropriate for your essay?  

 How can your outline help you draft the body of your essay? 

 

Web Sites 

Body Paragraphs  

 Body* from Essay Info*  

 Body* from Essay Start*  

 How Do I Write Body or Support Paragraphs?* from Paradise Valley Community 

College*  

 Paragraphing* from the Online Writing Lab*  

 

Paragraph Transitions  

 Transitions* from Orange Unified School District*  

 Transitional Devices* from the Online Writing Lab*  

 Types and Examples of Transitions* from kimskorner4teachertalk*  

http://essayinfo.com/basics/body.php
http://essayinfo.com/
http://www.essaystart.com/Step_by_Step_Guide/body.htm
http://www.essaystart.com/index.htm
http://www2.pvc.maricopa.edu/tutor/eng/engessbody.htm
http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/
http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_pgrph.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/yorba/new_page_8.htm
http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_transition.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.kimskorner4teachertalk.com/writing/sixtrait/organization/transitions.html
http://www.kimskorner4teachertalk.com/
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Information 
 

What to Know 

This page summarizes some of the information from the 

Web sites you explored. This information helps you learn 

what you need to know for this activity about writing 

effective body paragraphs. You may want to take notes to 

help you remember the most important points. You can 

return to the Web sites for more exploration if you want to 

learn more.  

 

How to Write Effective Body Paragraphs 

After you have written an introductory paragraph that gets your audience interested in your 

topic, you are ready to write body paragraphs. The body is the main content of any essay. 

In an expository essay, the body paragraphs must provide enough information to explain 

the topic thoroughly. Most expository essays have three to five body paragraphs.  

 

Effective body paragraphs usually have some common characteristics:  

 Explain one main point. The main point developed in a body paragraph is clearly 

stated in a sentence, often called the topic sentence. The first sentence of a body 

paragraph is often the topic sentence. The remaining sentences make supporting 

points to explain or illustrate the main point.  

 

 Provide information to support the main point. Supporting points are presented 

in an order that leads the audience to the main point. You should present enough 

information to convince the audience of each supporting point. You may want to 

include some specific facts, data, or quotes. The paragraph’s main point should be 

the logical conclusion that the audience reaches at the end of the sequence of 

supporting points. Remember to use your outline of main points and supporting 

points to structure each body paragraph.  

 

 Present main points in a logical order. The main points are presented in an order 

that leads the audience to a logical conclusion. You may have foreshadowed your 

conclusion in your introductory paragraph. You should present enough information to 

convince the audience of each main point. A well-structured expository essay moves 

the audience closer to the conclusion with each body paragraph. 

 

 Follow an outline to structure the essay. The main and supporting points are 

organized in your outline and can be used to develop your body paragraphs. You 

may want to copy and paste the outline of your main points into your essay. You can 

then develop one or more complete sentences based on the label for each main and 

supporting point. An outline provides structure for your information and helps you 

Expository Transition 
Words 

Learn some tips to help you 
connect main points with 
smooth transitions. 

Example of Body Paragraphs 
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determine where facts, data, and quotes should appear in your essay.  

 

 Connect main points with smooth transitions. Effective body paragraphs are 

connected so that the logical order flows smoothly from one main point to another. 

Transitions are important in expository writing because they help readers follow your 

explanation. Transitions connect your paragraphs and ideas to one another. Without 

them, your writing would not flow smoothly. Transitions hold your expository essay 

together.  

 

 Balance the structure of the essay. Effective body paragraphs maintain balance 

in the structure of the essay. Most body paragraphs typically include about three to 

five sentences, but this is just a guideline. If some paragraphs are very long and 

others are very short, the essay may feel unbalanced to the reader. An unbalanced 

essay often indicates that some of your main points may not be fully developed or 

others may be overdeveloped with unnecessary or repetitive details. You may also 

find that two or more very short paragraphs are really part of one main point. When 

that occurs, you should combine the paragraphs and revise the sentences to explain 

the new main point. You can always revise your outline if you find that your essay is 

unbalanced.  
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Expository Transition Words 

Expository Transition Words 

You can often connect a main point to the previous paragraph by using transition words in 

the topic sentence. You can also write a concluding sentence using transition words to 

connect the paragraph to the next main idea in your outline.  

 

The following examples suggest some possible transition words for different types of 
expository writing:  

 Cause and Effect: thus, therefore, for this reason, consequently, due to, as a result, 

it follows that, hence, accordingly  

 Classify and Divide: as well, in addition, for example, for instance, in this case, 

if…then, thus, therefore, that is, despite, regardless, notwithstanding, sometimes, 

occasionally  

 Compare and Contrast: in comparison, similarly, likewise, still, yet, nevertheless, in 

contrast, although, however, conversely, on the contrary, on the other hand.  

 Definition: that, that is, to, in order to, for, for the purpose of, evidently, obviously, 

undoubtedly, actually, indeed, in fact, in other words  

 Process: first, last, finally, before, previously, after, next, then, subsequently, 

followed by, at the same time, simultaneously, meanwhile  

Remember to use transition words and sentences only when they are needed. If your main 

points are presented in a logical order, you should not need to use too many transition 
words. 
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Task 
 

What to Do 

Complete the following task to show what you have learned about writing effective body 

paragraphs. While you work through the task, think about whether you are achieving the 

goal. You may want to review an example of body paragraphs before you begin.  

 

Task: Draft the body of your expository essay.  

 

Goal: Show that you can write body paragraphs that explain your 

topic thoroughly.  

 

See the example: Body Paragraphs for Global Warming 

1. Open the word processing document that contains the draft of 

your expository essay.  

2. Use your essay outline to draft the body of your expository 

essay.  

3. Remember to save your document frequently while you work.  

4. Read your body paragraphs to make sure to explain your topic thoroughly. Check 

with your teacher if you are not sure your body paragraphs are effective.  

5. Review the checklist and revise your body paragraphs to make sure they are 

complete.  

6. Save your document.  

7. Share your body paragraphs.  

Help Guide 

Use the Intel® Education 
Help Guide to learn 
technology skills.  
 

Word Processing 
Type and change words  
 
Search the Help Guide 

 

http://educate.intel.com/helpguide/en-us/index.htm?cultureID=en-us&SkillID=WP_2.1
http://educate.intel.com/helpguide/en-us/index.htm
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Task Example 
Student Name 

Date 

Body Paragraphs for Global Warming 

 

Global warming is causing serious problems for people around the world. One of the 

problems caused by global warming is the melting of the Polar Ice Cap and glaciers. When 

the ice melts it flows into the seas causing them to rise. Over the last 100 years the seas 

have risen 6-8 inches worldwide. When the seas heat up they take up more space and they 

overflow their banks. This can cause serious flooding of homes, eroding shoreline and 

destruction of crops. The warming of the sea water also causes storms to become more 

severe. The increasing number of hurricanes is blamed by some of the warmer waters which 

create the storms. The heat waves that have affected the world lately can also be traced to 

a warming earth. Thousands of people around the world have died from the unusually hot 

weather. Last, but not least, there have been more droughts around the world because of 

global warming. The increased drought threatens our food source because people in some 

parts of the world may not have enough to eat because they cannot grow the crops they 

need. 

The warming water also affects sea life. Coral which is vital to sea life, can become bleached 

out which causes it to die off. It is important to know that more than 25% of all known 

marine fish live in coral reefs. Other marine life may be affected when their habitat becomes 

not fit to live in and their food source disappears. According to a study conducted by 

Stanford’s Institute for International Studies, polar bears, walruses and seals are finding 

their usual homes are no longer comfortable places to live as the Arctic sea ice melts. The 

warmer waters are affecting their food supply, breeding and nesting habits and in some 

cases causing them to die off. So, if something isn’t done soon the water ecosystems will be 

changed forever. 

Scientists have found that about 1,200 of the 1,500 animals that have been examined show 

temperature-related changes consistent with global warming. This is causing many species 

of animals and birds to migrate northward to avoid the warmer weather, and as a result, 

they are running into human barriers, or other serious difficulties. For example, when the 

cold-hardy arctic fox moved northward, to escape the warmer weather, it ran into larger 

more aggressive animals that it couldn’t compete with. Also, some mammals are breaking 

hibernation sooner which can also cause serious problems. In all, global warming is already 

having a devastating effect on the animal kingdom.  

 


