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WW11 has finished many countries in 
Europe are trying to re-establish 
themselves; building, roads, water 
supplies, electricity, employment, 
education, health. Australia and other 
countries began a large immigration 
program to assist the people of Europe to 
choose new countries to move to. As the 
immigrants arrived in Australia they were 
often housed in Migrant Hostels as a 
temporary measure. In these hostels there 
were people from many countries, the 
people tried to maintain their cultural 
practises, sometime this lead to clashes. 
The children were enrolled in the local 
schools and had to learn english very 
quickly, the adults got jobs; many of the 
jobs were very dirty, hard tasks. As the 
children of the immigrants began to behave 
like the Australian children many of their 
parents were very worried because they 
would not keep their own european culture.

In Vietnam there had been a war for many years, 
Australia had supported the Americans fighting 
against the North Vietnamese. As the war was 
drawing to a close thousands of Vietnamese fled 
their country. These people have very strong family 
connections but were often split up as a result of their 
flight. It was not easy to find a country that would 
take them, many people spent long stays in refugee 
camps. At the camps some people paid a lot of 
money to get a ride in leaky boats to try to get to 
Australia quicker than going by the legal method, this 
was very dangerous: wild seas, leaky boats & 
pirates. Eventually many of the Vietnamese people 
were accepted into Australia, the White Australia 
Policy is being dismantled.  
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 The White Australia Policy was the way that the 

government could restrict who came to Australia an 
immigrant had to do; a dictation test which used to 
exclude certain applicants by requiring them to pass a 
written test in a language, with which they were not 
necessarily familiar, nominated by an immigration 
officer. The Vietnamese people didn't always speak 
English which made their lives fairly difficult when the 
eventually got to Australia and often they were 
discriminated against.
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